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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



PRIMARIES AND PLATFORMS 

"Washington, D. C. 

Sir, — I do not know whether you have as little respect for the general 
run of political platforms as I do, but I am inclined to think that our 
views cannot diverge very greatly in the consideration of these so-called 
declarations of principles. I have very little respect for them, because I 
know how they are made and how, under circumstances that make clear 
thinking and calm acting entirely impossible, suggestions are adopted and 
incorporated and henceforth are sacrosanct. 

So much for an introduction. In view of the fact that it appears al- 
most certain that hereafter all political candidates for office will be chosen 
in primaries, why should there be any convention and any platform? Isn't 
it a sort of handicap imposed after the race has been run? Isn't it a 
ridiculous anachronism? 

My impression is that in England, where the parties are clearly and 
strongly divided, there is no such system as we have, and which, while it 
had some reason for being under the old system, has absolutely no excuse 
for existence now. 

If we did not have a convention and a platform after the selection of 
candidates by the primary, we would escape many embarrassments and 
avoid much undesirable legislation. 

At least, that is my opinion, and I hope that if you concur in that view 
you will let the world hear from you through The Review or any other 
medium of communication you may elect. 

James L. Slayden. 

[Undoubtedly there is point in the distinguished Texas Representative's 
observation; and yet, if platforms be abandoned, what will remain to 
"get in on" or subsequently to hide behind? It is a problem full of 
angles. — Editor.] 



APPRECIATION 

Des Moines, Iowa, April 9, 1914. 
Sir, — "We Appeal to the President," in the April North American 
Review, is so striking, so appealing to the good sense of the American 
people, that I congratulate you most heartily. I feel very deeply on this 
matter because of my knowledge of conditions in Mexico. In a series of 
letters to Iowa papers some weeks ago I urged, in a modest way, the same 
thought you have so ably presented. If you could reach all the people 



